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Born with the bua
Leaacv winner Marcin Dabek describes some of his travel

experiences and explains whv seeina the world means so

much to him.

| WAS born 24 vears aao in the small
town in the north-west part of Poland.
Mv parents used to travel a lot. when
me and mv older sister were kids. Mv
first lona iournev took place when | was
ten vears old. Mv parents were brave
enouah to take us throuah the eastern
Europe to the Bulaarian Blacks Sea
coast in the smallest car ever to come
out of Communist Poland.

After the primarv school | moved to

boardina school and started education
at the Colleae of Survevina in Poznan.
At that time | ioined the bov scout team

and spent a lot of time with them. | also
started rock climbina and cavina
courses.

For the first bia adventure | had to wait
until | was 18. when. toaether with
other older scouts. we went overland to
Nepal. At this time — 1997— we were
the first bovscout team from Poland to
undertake such a trin. We travelled
throuah Europe. Turkev. Iran. Pakistan
and India. usina local accommodation
and the cheapest transport in everv
countrv. We had onlv one month to
complete our main aoal. that of trekkina
to the Annaourna
sanctuarv.

I’ll never foraet our two
weeks speedyv travel
throuah Asia and the
maanificent trekkina in the
Himalavas. It was the most
excitina month in mv life.

After colleae | travelled
with a friend to discover
Morocco. We had onlv
£150 each in our pockets.
so we hitch-hiked from
Poland to southern Spain
in three davs and after a
month of adventure in
Africa we came back in
the same wav.

Then | decided to do some
voluntarv work in Enaland.
That’s how | came to
spend almost a vear in
rural bio-dvnamic
communitv with mentallv
handicapped in the middle

Marcin plans to travel to South America after his iob of The North York Moors

teachina disabled children finishes

National Park.
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After that | moved to London to work for

a survevina companv and studv Enalish.

At that time | ioined The Globetrotters
Club.

Exactlv one vear aao | decided to take
off to Mexico and Central America. It
was mv first solo travel for a lona time.
and | now believe travellina solo is the
best wav to travel and discover other
countries. | think vou are more opben to
the locals and vou are free to do exactlv
what vou want!

Durina all this time. iust over six months.

| was hosted bv local people. who
treated me like a part of their families
and aave me the opportunitv to
experience their lifestvle. I'm verv
arateful to all of them.

| also did some work on permaculture
and oraanic farms and climbed the
hiahest peaks in Mexico and
Guatemala.

Durina mv iournev | decided to speak
as much Spanish as possible. so | tried
to avoid backonackers and most of the
time | was hitch-hikina with locals.
Another reason for choosina lifts as mv
main transport was mv slim budaet of
around £3 per dav.

| don’t bearudae mv modest budaet
thouah: | believe the less monev vou
have the better adventure vou are aoina
to have!

I’ll never foraet the hospitalitv and
people of Latin America. who | met on
myv wawv. | think that is what makes
travellina so excited for me. beside
discoverina somethina new about world
and vourself.

At the moment I’'m workina as a
volunteer in the hostel for a mentallv
and ohvsicallv handicapped children at
St. Christopher’s School in Bristol. It’'s
verv challenaina and rewardina work
and | eniov it verv much.

I’'m verv hapov | won the Leaacv. which
will enable me to travel to South
America when | finish mv work here. |
don’t know for how lona I’'m aoina to
travel. but I'd like to visit and experience
as manv countries as possible.

Plans for the future? | want to eniov
everv moment of mv life and trv to be
better person everv dav.

Best wishes to all travellers evervwhere.

- Marcin Dabek

No US dollars pleasel

We can no lonaer accept US dollars in
pavment for membershipb. Please
renew online at:
www.alobetrotters.co.uk/renew.html
and pav via credit card. We can accebpt

cheaues onlv in UK pounds sterlina.
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Write for Globe

The Globe newsletter is published six
times a vear. We seek articles from
Globetrotters of up to 750 words with
photos. Please send coov bv email to:
editor@alobetrotters.co.uk

All submissions will be acknowledaed.
Manuscriots and illustrations are
accepted on the understandina that
no liabilitv shall be incurred for safe
custodyv or return. althouah all due
care shall be taken. Pictures. photos
and stories submitted or displaved in
Globe remain the coovriaht of the
artist. author or photoaraoher. The
club reserves the riaht to reproduce
items submitted in orint or online.

Write for the E-newsletter:

The free Globetrotters e-newsletter

is sent to subscribers at the end

of each month. If vou would like to
submit an article for the e-newsletter.
please send coov of up to 750 words.
sorrv. no bhotos. to
beetle@alobetrotters.co.uk

To subscribe to the e-newsletter. visit:
www.alobetrotters.co.uk/index.
html#reaister

Address for correspondence:

The Globetrotters Club. BCM/Rovina.
London WC1N 3XX. UK.

This address is that of a forwardina
aaencyv as the club has no permanent
headauarters

To email other club officials:
Membership aueries:
atmembership@alobetrotters.co.uk
Leaacv enauiries:
atleaacv@alobetrotters.co.uk

ADVERTISE YOUR
PRODUCT HERE!

Target dedicated and active travellers
around the clobe.

Colour and B&W rates available for full-
page. half-nage and auarter-nage ads.
Advertisements are accented for
publication on condition that the
advertiser suarantees that the
advertisement in no wav contravenes the
provisions of the Trade Descrintions Act
1968. All advertisements must complv
with the British Code of Advertising
Practice. Advertisements are accented at
the discretion of the editor and published
advertisements do not necessarilv carrv
the club’s endorsement.

Please contact the editor to discuss
rate and reauirements.

Globetrotter Committee Members
All officials are voluntarv workers and
can chanae from time to time
President: Janet Street-Porter
Vice Presidents: Arthur Frommer.
Norman D Ford. Louis Prechner. Paddv
Conwav. John Ainsworth. Rene Richards.
Mabel Garside. \lera Blowers. Carol
Simonson. John Batchelor. Richard Snailham.
Tanis Jordan. Martin Jordan. Malcolm Keir.
Jean Clouah. Hilarv Bradt. Sue Learovd
Chair: Vacancv
Deputv Chair: Matt Douahtv
Treasurer: Duncan Smith
Committee Secretarv: Vacancv
Membership Secretarv: Kevin Bracklev
Leaacv Co-ordinator: Jeanie Cooland
PR Coordinator: Tonv Annis
Globe Editor: Dan James
E-newsletter Editor: The Beetle
Overseas branches: Alan Kenninaham
London Meetinas Oraaniser: Dick Curtis
Technical Coordinator and
Webmaster: Paul Roberts
Central Executive Committee: Nadia
Colebv. Lvn Huahes. Jacaui Trotter. Gill Ward.
Tonv Annis. Matt Douahtv.
New York Chair: Laurie Blumenfeld
Texas Chair: Christina Smith
Ontario contact: Svatka Hermaneck
For leaal reasons. the Canadian Branch
is known as Toronto GTs
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